Planning For Good

Idea Submission Form

Section One: Housekeeping

Assignment
Live Earth College Campus Initiative ‘08

Who collaborated on this project?

Please list all group members
Group name
PFG Denver

Section Two: Approach



Your summary of the problem

Awareness of the global climate crisis is at an all time high for both consumers and corporations thanks to programs and projects such as An Inconvenient Truth and Live Earth. However, awareness isn’t the problem, it’s ACTION. Knowing about the problem doesn’t make a difference, but actually changing your behavior to address the problem does, especially when the perceived costs outweigh the tangible benefit. 

Your strategic approach

Probably one of the audiences most aware of the global climate issue and most likely to do something about it, the American college under graduate population is poised to be one of the most pivotal deciding factors in the race for climate change (their actions will be the ones that not only make the difference but will influence others). Unfortunately, they have been identified as one of the most self-serving group of activists in America’s history, they want to make a difference but not if it means going too far out of there way if it doesn’t benefit them. Compounding the issue, this generation has been fighting faceless demons for their entire lives (cancer, Al Qaeda, global warming, etc.)

Our approach is to create an enemy so the fight feels real, so they see the visible affects and get a real sense for the difference they are making in saving the earth. But the execution must be entertaining and make them feel as if they are achieving something meaningful.   

Your Idea

Battle for the Earth
Section Three: Change

How will the idea solve the problem?

Focusing on results, making the results and the problem truly tangible, giving the issue a face, makes the effort personal and creates a connection to what I get for my contribution. It makes me feel like my effort didn’t go un-noticed, that I can contribute in my own way and it actually can make a difference.


How would your idea manifest?

Schools will battle for the title of Greenest School. Five different battles will take place to give each student several different ways to participate.  The winning school with the highest overall score from the 5 different battles will receive a free concert by the band of their choice (anyone holding a student ID will receive free admission). We envision wild posting and www.battlefortheearth.com to be the key communication vehicles along with widgets that keep track of the schools results. The SOS, answer the call, idea and tagline fits nicely as it’s a way to encourage people to join the battle and fight for what’s right. 

· Recycle Battle – The school that recycles the most trash as a percentage of overall waste will receive the most points – the recycle battle must be in a visible place on campus so everyone can see how much is being done 

· Battle of the Bands – Each school will sponsor a local battle of the bands, culminating in a national battle of the bands that will take place on line. The band that wins will open-up for the headlining act the following evening. Each school will be responsible for selling tickets to their Battle of the Bands concert, where the proceeds will go to offset their schools conventional energy usage (purchasing energy credits). The school that offsets their energy usage the most will receive the most points 

· Energy Battle – The school that reduces their energy usage by the largest percentage will receive the most points
· Tree Battle – each school will plant as many trees as possible in one day. The school with the most trees planted will receive the most points
· Invention Battle – each school will sponsor an invention contest and pick a school winner. The invention/idea must be used to help individuals decrease their carbon footprint. Each of the school’s winners will be posted on the Battle for the Earth website, the winner will be chosen by a combined score of votes and expert assessment. 
(There are hundreds of different battles that can be designed, these are just a few examples)
